
294 July. 

The wonderful herb, whose leaf shall decide 
If the coming year shall make me a bride 1 ’ 

And the glow-worm came 
With its silvery flame, 

And sparkled and shone 
Through the night of St. John; 

And soon as the young maid her love-knot tied. 

With noiseless tread 
To her chamber she sped, 

Where the spectral moon her white beams shed ; 

* Bloom here, bloom here, thou plant of power, 

To deck the young bride, in her bridal hour !’ 

But it drooped its head, that plant of power, 

And died the mute death of the voiceless flower ; 

And a withered leaf on the ground it lay, 

More meet for a burial than a bridal day. 

“ And when a year was pass’d away, 

All pale on her bier the young maid lay ; 

And the glow-worm came 
With its silvery flame. 

And sparkled and shone 
Through the night of St. John 
As they closed the cold grave o’er the maiden’s clay.” 

The trailing St. John’s Wort {II. humi/usum ) 
is a weak plant, trailing on gravelly heaths, the 
pellucid black dots are present on this as in most 
of the other species. The Marsh species, ( H. 
elodes,) is found in boggy places, and the upright 
St. John’s Wort ( H . pulchrum), which is the 
prettiest plant of them all, grows on heaths and 
dry waste places ; the flowers are bright yellow 
tipped with red before expansion, the anthers are 
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red, stems from one to two feet high, bearing the 
blossoms in a panicle, slender, erect, and rigid ; 
the whole plant is smooth, and the blossoms like 
the calyx are fringed with black glands. The 
flowers of all the species are yellow. 

THE ROCK ROSE. 

( Ilelianihemum .) 

Class, Polyandria. Order, Monogynia. N. O., Cis- 
tineae. 

Of the five species of the Rock Rose, the white 
mountain, the hoary dwarf, and spotted annual, 
are but rarely found except in some few localities 
in Somersetshire, Surrey, Lancashire, and Jersey. 
The Common Rock Rose, ( Heliantliemum vul- 
gare ) in some districts is plentifully scattered in 
dry pastures and rocky and calcareous places. It 
is procumbent and shrubby, the leaves are egg- 
shaped or oblong, and are seated opposite on the 
stalk ; the flowers are pale yellow. In barren 
places it beautifies the patches of withered herbage 
with its golden blossoms, and gives an air of sun- 
shine and gaiety to the barren rock. If you take 
a piece of wire or pig’s bristle and irritate any of 
the stamens, which are in sets, you will observe 
them fall back from the pistil, illustrating a very 
pretty example of vegetable irritability, little less 


